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Boston violence fades, but hate remains
By FETTER ARNETT
AP Special Correspondent

BOSTON" — They expected trouble.
Last year just part of the city was af-

fected. This year kids from all over
Boston would be on those buses. They
expected trouble all right.

But the blowup never came. Sure,
there was some violence, but it was
scattered, isolated vandalism during
the night and limited to certain neigh-
borhoods. On the whole, the city was
quiet.

How did Boston avoid violence after
last year's flareups over a less exten-
sive busing plan? The answer seems to
lie mainly in the massive marshalling
of city, state and federal power which
preceded the rolling of the buses.

Now there are indications in this
still-tense city that what was billed as
the most critical school desegregation
showdown in years may be resolved
with a minimum of violence and
disruption.

But tension remains
Boston city officials and police are

still nervously watching the new school
year unfo ld because they vividly
remember last year's violent opening
that saw angry neighborhoods stone the
first children ever to be bused for in-
tegration here, injuring some of them.
And the potential for serious incidents
remains as mobs roam some areas at
night, tangling with police.

But that such incidents would
seriously interfere with the smooth
running of school busing in Boston is
seen as unlikely for these reasons:

is Contrary to last fall's indecision,
Bostonians were warned sternly in ad-
vance by their mayor, the governor and
the federal government that
lawbreakers would be arrested and
quickly punished.

To put teeth into the official stand,
police guards were quadrupled to a total
of 2.100 around critical-schools and bus
routes. In addition, federal marshals
and National Guardsmen were brought
to Boston. A U.S. army paratroop
division was made available.
• The steam seems to have gone out

of key areas and organizations that op-
posed busing on the streets last year,
leaving only one neighborhood,
Charlestown, to vocally and violently
resist, with no backup from anywhere
else in the city.
v Some white parents who held their

children out of school last year because
they feared for their lives, are sending
them back this year. Parent participa-
tion during the summer in biracial
councils and a citywide coordinating

Boston pofice mass for trouble.
—AP Wirephoto

council has smoothed school integration
in several new areas.

The relatively quiet first week of
school does not mean Boston has ac-
cepted school busing.

'Resistance stronger'
"Resistance is stronger than ever,"

said Mrs. Rita Graul, an anti-busing
militant from the Irish-American com-
munity of South Boston that made
headlines with its dogged resistance
last year.

"All this talk about things being rosy
is ridiculous." Mrs. Grau! said. Her
view is echoed in every white working
class district in Boston. Many observers
agree that if the police presence were
less overwhelming in the Irish-
American areas, there would be a
repeat of stone throwings and demons^,
(rations around schools and along bus
routes that led to turmoil and injuries
last year.

Another indication of parents' atti-
tudes was that attendance figures were
at a low 69 percent at week's end, and
for the first time in Boston's history-
whites were a minority in the public
school system.

What is significant, and a great relief
to city authorities, is that no one is on
the streets anywhere in South Boston
protesting busing. This is partly due to
a mood of resignation in the neigh-
borhood — a mood typified in a com-
ment from William Brissenden, a power
company worker and Southie resident:

"If they aim to integrate the public
schools, let them. But I'll never let my
kids go."

Another reason is that South Boston's
militants have decided on a different
tack.

Constitutional amendment
"Today, we are more educated, more

sophisticated then we were a year ago,"
said Mrs. Braul. "We were focusing
more on private education for our
children . . . We are pressing for a
constitutional amendment to reverse
the courts and give us our schools
back."

What about South Boston's cousins in
Charlestown who have taken to the
streets to protest? Replies Mrs. Nancy
Yotts, director of the South Boston in-
formation center and a veteran of the
streets: "Well, it's their first year, you
know."

Newsmen who have covered the civil
strife in Northern Ireland see similari-
ties in embattled Charlestown, a his-
toric Irish-American community vir-
tually cut off from the city and neigh-
boring areas by the Mystic River and
Boston Harbor.

The hallways of the two-and three-
story wooden tenements and once
elegant brick townhouses sometimes
are filled with rubble and garbage like
in some Belfast homes.

The battered Bunker Hill housing
project, a center of agitation and
unrest, looks like the Craigen estates in

Londonderry that fulfills a similar pur-
oose.

The "crunch, tinkle and pop" each
morning as vehicles drive over the glass
and rubble-strewn streets left that way
the night before by rioting youths, is
heard in many Northern Ireland cities.

Hate in the air
And the hate that fills the air of

Charlestown "is a hate that only the
Irish can muster." said one newsman-

There are 15,000 people in Charles-
town, and this school year S50 children
were ordered bused out, with 1,200
coming in. The people of Charlestown
wanted none of it.

Boston authorities feared the worst at
Charlestown, because the community
had many unemployed and a high crime
rate.

"Fifteen students at Charlestown
High have been arrested for bank rob-
bery; we called them the gang that
couldn't shoot straight because they
kept trapping themselves in revolving
doors and having explosives go off too
early." said a police intelligence
operative.

And the mothers of Charlestown
sounded as militant as those that en-
dangered the streets of South Boston
last year. They formed an anti-busing
organization called Powderkeg
"because we have a short fuse" and
each day several score of women march
up Bunker Hill chanting "Hail Marys"
and reciting the "Lord's Prayer" to
show their defiance.

They would like to do more.
"Pull the police away and we will at-

tack the buses." said Mrs. Mary
Richards, who is holding three of her
children out of school. "We are not
looking for violence, we are just pro-
tecting our school system."

Police block way
Police cordons keep residents at least

100 feet away from the Charlestown
High School, and there have been few-
incidents in daylight hours. At night,
gangs of youths from the housing
project roam the streets, sometimes
getting into pitched battles with the
police.

In addition to city authorities and the
police, the people of Charlestown also
are angry with the news media.

"The press lies'all the time, like the
other night when they reported we
stoned firemen trying to put out a blaze
here," said an official of the Powderkeg
organization who didn't wish to have
her name used. "Well, I can tell you we
didn't throw stones at the firemen. We
like them. We threw stones at the police
who were protecting them."

The police are not happy about being

Computer speeds claim process
By ROBERT F. GURSKE
Social Security Administrator

About 50 percent of all new Social
Security claims now can be processed
within 30 days.

This includes the time from the date
the application is filed to the date the
first check is received. It previously
took about 50 days before the first check
was received.

The reason many claims can be
processed faster is because of the new
computer facilities between each Social
Security office and the headquarters

office in Baltimore, Md. All district of-
fices now can send a signal to a com-
puter in Baltimore advising it to issue a
check if all the right information is
present in a claims file.

This new process applies to all types
of claims including retirement, sur-
vivor and disability claims. This claims
process cannot be used for claims
where information was added or
changed after the claim was signed, it
is expected that in the future about 80 or
90 percent of the claims should be
processed within 30 days from the date
the application is filed.

If you are going to apply for benefits
in the near future, give your local Social
Security office a caU. and they- will be
glad to advise you what records you will
need when you file a claim.

If you come prepared, chances are
your first check will be delivered on the
day it is first payable. Ordinarily proof
of age and marriage are necessary as
well as W-2 form or tax returns if self-
employed.

If applying for disability benefits, a
listing of medical sources, dates of
treatment and work history are neces-
sarv.
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,.. presents a season you ain't afford to miss!

FRENCH OPERA: SEX AND SURREALISM
THE BREASTS OF TIRES1AS by Francis Poulenc

and THE SPANISH HOUR by Maurice Ravel
Opera in the mlightened French tradition: «irty grid risque' with the unmistakable Gallic touch.

These one-act comedies by th« celebrated French masters put SM in its place. Performed in English.
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m<KK by KidlarJ ffogers,

boofc and tyria
iy Of at H<mm»ntotii II
Sortiuntic. colorful, exuber-
ant, all describe this well-
known musical based on the
Dlov Green Grow the lilocs.
It wos the first synchroniza-
tion of book, lyrics, musk
and dance, making it a land-
mark in the musicol comedy
genre—a form that is
America's -jnique contribu-
tion to theatre.
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works.
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October 1, 3 &4
Old Music Hall

TRANSFORMATIONS
by Conrad Sosa

Based on the poetry of the lore Anne S«-
ron, this extraordinary contemporary work
is already recognized as an important con-
rribution to American musical-drnniorit
repertoire, familiar fairy tales are brought
to unfamiliar conclusions, transformed in
the poet's vision.

February 18,20 & 21

Old Music Hall $3.00

THE GIRL OF THE
GOLDEN WEST
by G/ocomo Paccrai

Special guest artists will be featured in a grand version of Pucci-
ni's grand operatic view of California's Gold Bush. This atypical
saloon medlodrama departs from Traditional ethical conventions of
Hie American Western: the heroine fmds that a tittle cheating can
go a long way! The opera h based on a very successful American
play of the some name by David 8«!a$ca, which in fun wcs based
on a story by Brer Korte. 6eneralty raedtodiotw in irae Puccini
style, the •oric is one of nh most brilliant and unusaal orchestra-
tions.

May 12,15 & 25 Wisraoshi Union Tbreotre
53.00 (Orchestra and Lower Balcony)

$2.00 (Mezzanine, Chair Grtle and Upper Balcony] .

I

Great Entertainment at UNBELIEVABLE Popular Prices!

SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW
AVAILABLE FOR ONLY *7.00

FROM THE VILAS HALL BOX OFFICE.
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SHOES FORAILSPORTS

by Converse • Pre Keds • Puma

• Football
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• Ail-Purpose
« Wrestling

• Basketball
• Jogging
• Track
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• Bowling
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STOP AND SEE OUR COMPLETE SELECTION
Bath Stores Open Daily 9 O.RI. to 9 p.m. (East Store Oned Toes. Ere.)

Saturday 9 to 5; Sunday 12 to 5. Plenty of Parking.

WEST: Walk-in Warehouse, 3313 Umnnity Are. 238-3333
EAST: 1400 East Wo&ngtni Are. 247-4444

stoned, but their worst fears so far have
not been realized. "Busing fell right
into place this year, the opposition
caved right in," said one police official
with evident glee. "Last year the police
were green. The opposition pushed us
around. We are not green anymore."

The tough stance of the police is
evident all over the city, and reaction
has been swift against the roving bands
of youths who put up street barricades
at night and break windows.

"Those kids have nothing to do with
the busing issue, they are just trying to
grab the chance to cause trouble," said
a police officer, echoing a view in both
Charlestown and South Boston where
such incidents have occurred.

Lots of lawmen
The Boston police are backed up by

FBI agents, Justice Dept. lawyers, 100
federal marshals and 600 National
Guardsmen waiting on alert in the
city's armories.

While white school attendance is still
low, some young people now in high
school said they stayed out last year.

"I hung around the house all school
year and realized I needed an educa-
tion, so that is why I'm going back."
said Roxane Knights, 14, South Boston.

Her mother, Dora, said: "Last year
both sides wanted violence. I held out
my daughter because I feared for her
life. This year I know it will be better, it
will be different."

One reason for smooth integration in
much of Boston is the work of biracial
parents' councils and a citywide coor-
dinating council that worked all year to
avoid violence.

"There are a lot of poeple who are
moderates, and they don't want bus-
ing," said Mrs. Jane Margolis. a
worker for the citywide Education
Coalition. "But these parents . . . want
their kids to go to school, and they don't
want them killed."

Authorities remember that last year
many serious incidents inside the
schools occurred in October and
November. But optimists would rather
believe that the worst is past this year.

Two words were painted in large let-
ters on the street near South Boston
High School. "Never!" was one;
"Resist!" the other. By week's end. the
wheels of the school, buses and their

police escorts had smeared the slogans
into meaningless squiggles.
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