Texaco recalls state
agency credit cards

BOSTON (AP) — Texavo Ine, has
recalled hundreds of gasoline eredit
cards it issued to the state because the
commonwealth was delinquent or too
slow in paying February hills,

A telegram irem the company's
Houston office ordered 20 slate agencies
to retuen credil cards, with credit can-
celled as of last Monday. Affected,
accerding te state officials, were some
divisions of the Departmenl of Public
Warks, the Youth Services Departinent,
Civii Defense, the Veterans Services
agency, the Department of pAgricullure
and olhers.

Arthur Sweeney, adminisivator of the
state auto fleat, said Thursday be hopes
to straighlen this out through Pat
Mountain, Texarco’s coprdinator on he
Massachuselts contract. He said he has
had difficully in contacting Mountain.

Swecney sajd he has checked
vouchers at the comptroller’s olfice the
past Lo weeks and verlfied {hat sul-
stantial payments were cleared fur the
oil compary.

The problem surfaved, Sweeney
acknowledged, in a comminique from
Texaco 1o aboul 25 agencies dated
March 18. This notified the agencies that
if payment hadn't heen received by
March 31, eredil would ke withdrawn as
of BMarch 31,

Sweency said 20 of these agencles
received Lthe second nolification Monday
that their credit was cui off and that the
credit cards must be returned. He said
he didn’t know how many, il any, migh!

have besn returned.

One source indicaled the amourt owed
lo the company mighl be in the range of
$300, 000 but Sweeney thought this was
“much too high' and said total billings
on Feb. 2 were probably cleser to
$100,000. He said no determinalion had
been mnade of how much of the Febtuary
billings has aciually been received by
Texaca.

He said Lhere are 1,000 Texaco credit
cards, representing “'al=out 57 per cent"’
of all mator fuel cards held by state em-
ployes. A scattering of sther cards have
been authorized for employes in areas
where there are fewer Texaca service
stations, he said,

Massachusetts has negotiated a six-
month credit contract with the oil firm,
Sweeney said. The purcheslng bureap
received na bids for the annual gasoline
caontract lust December, he added.

Previously, the contract included
discaunts at certain cotlets but the
present arrangement calls for payment
ol the posted prices, Sweenuvy said.

[t i3 believed this is the first accasion
in recent years where a major siefe
vendor has Degun canceliation ection
against the commonweaith,

The state has 6,840 regislered
veliicles, mvany of which are serviced at
state pumps. Yehicles thal aren't ac-
cessible Lo state supplies or are barred
from those outlels use credit cards,
according to a recent repurt on siate
gasoline purchases thal wus filed by ihe
legislalure’s posi sudit commitiee.

House backs bill creating
two additional holidays

BOSTON tAP) — The Massachuselts
House has endorsed legislation to creale
{two additional halidays aext year and
anather for 1576,

[n action Thursday, initial approval
was given to u three-day Patrlot's Day
observance— April 19, 20 and 21, 1575
Thls would mark the 200th anniversary
of the starl of the American Revolution.

Given both readings and sent to the
Senate was a bl {0 make the
presidential election day in 108 as a
state holidey. There wes no debate on
cither issue.

Aller a sharp debate, the House killed,
3510 7, a bill to let citles and towns
establish zones where prostitution wonld
be logal, Ren, Charles R. Doyle, ID-

State House
calendar listed

BOSTON (AP} — On the calendar at
the State House dMonday (subjecl lo
change);

—10 a.m,, joint Counties Comnittes,
report on expendilures for Plymouth
County, Room 427.

—10:30 a.m., Education Commitiee,
hearing on four bills dealing with
meirepolitan areawide messures for
racial balance in Lhe schools, Room 488.

—1t0:30 a.m., Local Affairs Com-
mitice, hearing on regional planning
hills, Roons 472.

—10:30 a.n., Public Service Com-
mittee, hearing an bills increasing
legistatlve salaries, Room 438.

—11 a.m., Taxation Committee,
hearing an bills reducing taxation of life
ingrance companies, incluging one
from {he governor, Room 237. —11 a.m.,
Nateral Iesources and Agriculiure
Cornmiltee, khearing on iniscellaneous
bills, Gardner Auditorivm,

+ —1l a.k1., House meets fotmally.

—1 pam., Senate meets formally.

—1 p.m., Federnl Financial
Assislance Commitlee, hearing on
miscellancaus hills, Room 257,

Boston, called the progesal 'repulsive.”’

Hep. Barney Frank, D-Hoston, the
sponsor, acgued thatfailure to recognize
the existence and problems of prostilu-
tion is “hypocrisy.' He said zones could
be created and conlrolled for
prestitution,

Rep. Ioyal L. Bolling Sr., DBoston,
said if the bill is not approved this year 1t
ut lesst should be studied. Ve supported
it and seid therc ought {o be some way to
approach the issue without ''bringing
down the wrath'' of many citizens, Bol-
ling said he suspected many <¢olleagues
would be anxious to serve on a study
cotrmission.

The House pul off until next weck a
final vole on a bill that would permit the
open burning of Christmas tirees at
sunsel each Jan. 5. The bill notes this
would perpetuate the “ancient Christian
observance af the Eveof ihe Eplphany.”

Clubs

AONDAY CLUB
The Monday Club will have its next
regular meetlng Monday at 2 pm., In
lhe First Congregational Church parlors
with Zane Wilson as guest speaker.

Pressure builds
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Racial imbalance law wins support

BOSTON (AP) — Pressure is building
an Massachusetts legislators from both
sides in the escalating campaign to
repesl the state’s unique, nine-year old
racial imbalance law.

The legislature's education committee
spent a second full day Thursday
hearing Lestimony on 33 bills to repeal or
amemd the controversial law.

The vaocal and emotional opporents of
the law, who merched on the State
House by the thousands Wednesday,
were countered Thursday by supporters
of the statute, They included stale
education officials, Humberto Cardinal
Medelres and black teaders [rom Boston
and Springtield,

The speakers alse uoled that they
were using their testimony 1o come
memorate the anniversary of Dr.
Martin Luther King's nssassination.

The supporters of the imbalance lnw
gave repeated standing ovations 0 a
iong list of speakers whe defended the
stalute as the only means for guar-
anteeing equal educaticnai  ap-
portunities 1o all school children.

The taw, which has been the focus of
annuai attempts at repeal or crippling
amendment, states that any public
school with s Studenl body more than 50
per cenl non-while must be further in-
legrated to alter the ratio,

~The law has ils greaiest effect In
Boston, where it will require o schaal
busing plan this fall, and in Springfield.

Most of Thursday's testimoeny rcame
from Boston residents, but a contingent
of seversl Springfield men and women
alse attended. The greatest ovation was
for Atunun Bruce, g Fourth grader, who
1cld the legislative committes “1£ 1 cowld
vate I'd vote to keep the law on Ihe
book."

She said she would nel mind riding a
bus ta schonl hecause i{ would help her
“see new places, meet new friends and
learn a lot.”

Earlier, state Education Com-
wiissloner Gregory Anrig urged the
cominitlee to "sland fast" against ef-
forts to repeal the law. Supperted by
Board of Education Chalrman Hae Ce-
cilin Kipp, Anrig gueted a stale Supreme
Judicial Court deeision on the imbalance
law which said; "The lime for lesling
the meaning of the slatule has long since
passed and the time for prompt action to
implement it is at hand.”

This was echoed by other speakers,
including Cardinal Medeiros, who said
inplementation of the law is "a step vn
the road to racial justice."

Supporl alse came from organizalions
with genoerelly liberal and suburban
memberships sueh a5 the Massachu:
setts Parent  Teacher Sludent
Association, the League of Waomen
Valers, Americans [(or- Democratic
Actian and the Civil Liberties Union of
Massachuselis.

Diher spokesmen tepresenied Lhe
Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetls, the
United Church of Christ, the Jewlsh
Commually Couneil, the New England

Court to rule
on school bus
referendum

BOSTON (AP( — The stale Supreme
Judicinl Court will be asked whether a
binding referendum on schoel busing in
Bostan is conslilutional.

Tom HReardon, press spokesman for
Gov. Francis W. Sargent, sald Thursday
the governor will ask whelher the refer-
endum wvinlates separation of powers
since Boslan's imtegration plan was
ordered by the courts.

*We hope thecourt will acl qulckly,”
Rearden said.

The referendum question asks
whether the schod! committee should be
forbidden to assign a pupil to a school
because of his or her sex, creed or race if
the parents object.

The House o Thursday .enacied and
sent to the Senate legislation to establish
the reflerendum.

The governor has sald he would sign a
bill lo establish a non-binding
referendum,

PROPOSAL

LED PROFPOSALS for 1
%EVAVED TYPE ASPHALY PAVER
will be recelved in the office af ihe
Commissianer ol Public Waorks 21
the City Hall, Narth Adams,
Maseachusells on Monday, Apscll &
1974 al 2:00 P.M. and at that time
will be pubtlcly opened and read.
Each bld must be accompanied by a
certified chack In the amount of 10

pr cent made payable tc the
q’reasurer of the Clty of Narih
Adams as a gudrantee |har the
person or persons awarded the
conlract will enler lnto same.

Theright 15 reserved 1o refecl any or
all blds or to accept the ane deemed
most advantagcous or the Clly of

Mot Ay may ue obrained 8l

ciflcations
15#: QOffica of rhumcaorglnllﬁm?pr of
Public Warks In N0 on 1. Glrardl,

Commissiansr of Publlz Works
sarch 19, Aprl) §, 1974

BOOTS

im — sveda, cowbay styles,

JEANS

Lone 1.7 Star Looks!

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

TEXAS BOOTS
s LEE JEANS

wide selection, harness styling, blue den.

Small Fry — $10%8.227¢
Adult —$18%-55%

"lea”" —heavy 13% oz, blue danim
5619 to 5993

MATCHING JACKETS
!969 to S'l 279

e HOBBY HORSE SHOP

RT. 7. LANESBORO :
Open Dally Including Sundays
9:30 AM 111 &, Thurs, & Prl.'tH @
4421.9314

THE
HOBBY
HORSE

Conference of the Natlonal Association
for the Advancement ef Colored Peogple,
the Boston NAACP and lhe
Massachusetts Teachers Association,

Several black legislators ~lestilied,
including Rep. Royal L. Bolling Sr.. D-

Boston, & sponsor of the original taw. Ile
implored the suburbanites on the
commitiee who have continuaily sup-
ported the stalute to “'keep the faith of
the mioority people alive in the com-
maonwealth,'!

The education committee has refected
past efferls Lo repeal the law, a3 has
Gav. Francis W, Sargent. Sargent, who
did not leslify, said Jast week he would

a

support unspecified changes In the law, .

but not its outright repeal.

State aid listed in cherry sheet
shows increase of $708 million

BOSTON {(AP) — State aid I
Mussachuselts cities and towns will
lotal more lhan $708 milion in fiscal
1975, with all bul iwo communities
getting more monay than in the last 12
menth (iseal year, according lo Gov.
Francis W. Sargent,

Sargent announced Thursday that the
so-called *'cherry sheets’ aof estimaled
receipts and charges have been mailed
Lo lhe 351 rities and [owns,

Qnly Belmont and Plymouth will get
tess money e in 1973, as a tesult of
reimbursements [or school building con-
siruction which will not be repeated in
the coming year, Sargent said.

The $708 million is almost §163 million
more than in 1973, The comparison is
based on the fact thal fiscal 1975
(starting July 1) is the first regular i2-
moenth cyele for the communities sinee
an 18-manth trunsiticnal period in which
cities ant towns shifted from a calendar
to a flscal financial year.

Sargent said the new cstimate in-
cludes $37 milllon recently vecom-
inended for loss of lock} laxes on stale-
pwned land, school transportalion ang

police pay incentive programs.

The town of Bourne, with a large
amount of state-owned lamd, is expected
le receive $1.25 millien more in fiscal
1975 lhan in calendar 1973 —a 55 per cent
increase. Some small Cape Cud com-
munities will have local aid increases of
myre than 100 per cent,

Comparing the coming fiscal year to
calendar 1973, the governor said counly
taxes will increase by $22 wmillion
throughout the state. The hiassachlisetts
Bay - Transporiction Authority
assessiment in member communities
has been reduced by almost $20 million
due in parl to new state subsidles,

The cherry shecls—so named because
ol their pink color-- also show increases
in loeal aid for schwol construction,
school transportalion programs, gen-
eral school aid and a preposed speclal
education grant of $§ mitlion. A rew law
requires eonmimunities 1o establish spe-
czal educalion programs this fall,

Reimbursements from the siate
lollery and leano revenue were
estimoted ol $35.5 million, an increase of
$1.5 million over calendar 1973,

Gasoline shortage boosts
retail sales in state

BOSTON (AP) — The gasotine
shorlage seems to have perked up sales
& bit for Massachuse!ls retailers,

Many Massachusctls residents living
near the New Hampshire border shop
across the slale line te avold the 3 per
cent sales fax, New Hampshire has no
sales tax.

But now some economists believe
vecent figures shew that Bay State
consumers bought more &l home
because lhey wanted 1o save gasoline.

U.8. Commerce Department figures,
accarding Lo Mew England Telephnne
Co. ecanomis! Edwin Estle, show sur-
prising slrengih in rclail sales this year.

"“Retail sales were up 7 per cent in
January in Aassnchusells over the
previous year but only 5 per cent in the
rest of New England,' Esile said in an
Interview.

Sales and alcoholic lLeveruge tax
collections provide further evidence, he
sald,

I'ebryary sales tax ecollections,
vefleciing January sales, fell by only 3
per cenl this yesr, compared 0 7.7 per
cent [nsl year, January coellections
refleet Chrislmas buying and are
always higher than February's. The
New Hampshire stalc-owned liguor
stores always have drawn Doy Slaters
because of thekr low prices,

Esile came to his concluslon- affer
studying retail sales—before the

gasoline droughi—for the annual regorl
aof the board uf economic advisers to the
governor.

Until the gasoline shortage, relail
sales as a preportion of personal inceme
had been falling in Massachusells for
three years. That proporiion had been
constant for the state, New England and
the nation in 1970, a bit above 46 per
cenl.

But in the fizsl half of 1973, Bay
Slaters spend in stores only 43.6 per cenl
of what lhey earned, while the rest of
‘New England spenl 45,8 per cent, and
the country as a whale, 47.5 per cent.

Ewnployment growth in wholesale and
retail trade "has been virtually nil since
1870,” Estle wrote. If trade had kept
pace with the rest of the counlry, the
§|L11Jle mlght have enjoyed 37000 e
jobs.

Econpmists Paul Anderson and Fred
Slanlz of the Federal Reserve Bank in
Boston belleve Eslle mighl be largely
right. They poinied oul, moreover, that
the relatively strong retail business
might be a oneshot phenomenon thak
vill fude with (he ensing of Lhe gasoline
cruneh,

Un the other hand, James Nowell,
chie] ceonomist for the First National
Bank of Boston, believes “'Ed (Estle) is
tooking at swmelhing that isn't there.
These changes in humbers could be
normal fluctuations."'

Stale Tax Commmissioner Nicholas L,
Metaxas, in a telter lo local bourds of
assessors, said thal the cherry sheels
show estimates from agencles ad-

ministeting the 31 local reimbursement *

of assistance programs,

Here are the estimated cherry sheet -

aliotments far some communities, along
with the increase pver the amount dis-
[ributed in calendar 1973, the last 12

month fnancial year in the cities and ,

lowns:
Adams $851,991, up $165,511; Amherst
$1.02 milifon, up $345,525, Alhol $303,208,

[

up $336,029; Atilebora $3.28 million, up .

$1.62 million: Boston $77.06 million, up
$22.14 million; Brockton $11.68 million,
up %288 milllon; Cambridge, $4.05
million, up $675,030.

Fall River $10.92 million, up $2.46
million; Fitchburg $3.08 million, up

$8%1,022; Fremingham $5.12 million, up

§2.36 million; Gardner $1.i¢ milllen, up
$338,096; Greenfield $1.06 miilien, up
$303,609; Haverhill $4.88 millien, up $1.46
million; Holycke $4.59 million, up $t.17
millien; Lawrence $5.85 million, up
$797,366.

Lowell $3.04 million, up $2.90 million;
North Adams $1.95 million, up $769,592;
North Attleboro $2.02 million, up
$378,586,; Northampion $2.32 million, up
$657,245; Pittsfield $5.53 millian, up $1.28
million.

Quincy $7.04 milljon, up §1.24 milllon;
Salem $2.59 million, up $1.20 mibllon;
Springficld $17.66 million, wp $6.96
million.

Taunion $5.02 milllon, up %1.23
million; Waltham $3.33 mitlion, up
$573,799; Wesl Springficid $365,368, up
$243,207; Worcesler $19.86 milllon, up
$3.60 million.

BUY DIRECT

® WINDDWS
# DOORS
® AWNINGS
® SIPING
& SHUTTERS

CUSSON =

1M PLAINFIELD, MASS.

Cull 634-5311

Dunkin’

WINA

TELEVISION

Donufs wants fo give youa
chance to win a Television Set just in
time for Easter. That's right, a 197
black and white Admiral TV, complete
with a TV stand.
All you have to do is go to your local
Dunkin' Donuts shop to register for the
drawing. No purchase necessary,
But we're sure you'll want to try our
delicious donuts.

Offer Good Now Through Sunday,

April 14, 1974 AT:

5 UNION STREET, NORTH ADAMS

DUNKIN'
DONUTS

e,

Open: April &, 1974




