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School enrollment off a third since >74 busing order

By JOHN KIFNER
. New York Times Service

"BOSTON — Since the
heginning of court-ordered
busing for school desegre-
galion two years ago, Bos-
lon's public schools have
lost at least 17,750 white
students, nearly a third of
the white enroliment,

 The enrcliment figures
for the past five years
indicate that there has
been a slow, sleady 'de-
cline of about 3,000 white
students a year atlribula-
hle (o various demograph-
ic factors that suddeniy

- and_sharply accelerated
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When You Lose
Your HAIR You
Lose Your YOUTH

[wWell, maybe not reallyl) But
(fthe man with thin hoir DOES
look much alder,
i your hair is beginning to
lock thin, you are being
warned that baldness is trying
to take over, Start foday to
wombat the local couses (such
o5 dandryff, itchy scalp) with
the 50-.year proved Thomas
treatment. Come in for free
consuliation.
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alter Federal Distriet
Judge W. Arthur Garrity
Jr., linding that the Bos-
ton school commitiee had
deliberately maintained a
segregated system, order-
ed husing in June 1974

The departure of white
students here is expeeted
to be 2 major [actor in the
rapidiy growing and politi-"
cally charged national
debate over whether bus-
ing is leading lo “whiie
ftight.” -

At the same. lime, the
experience here must also
he evaluated in terms of
purely local conditions,
primarily Boston's history
of parochizi, ethnie neigh-
borhoods in the decade of
antidesegregation polilies
practiced by the eleéted,
aliswhite Bosten School
Commilice,

Private schools
sel up in white
neighborhoods

As the end of the fall
terms approaches, Bos-
ton’s second year of school
desegregation presenls a
mixed picture,

There is continued re-
sistanee and raeial hostili-
ty m the South Boston
neighborhood,  increased
last week by Judge Garri-
ty's order pulting the high
school there into “receiv-
ership." But there is a
wealy truce in areas trou-
bled in the past.

There is a departure of
many middle-class whites
from the school system.
But there is also a sense of
excitement and innovation
— rare in the Boston
schools — among the
black and white parents,
children and teachers who
have commifted them-
selves fo the new “magnet
srhools.” T
© At this moment, how-
ever, prabably the most
striking develooment has
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" Does she have an ear for music and an eye
for beauty? She'll adore our rendition of
the musical jewel box: walnut-finished
with “stained-glass" doors. Just one from

our wide ranging repedioire,
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been the drop in whife en-
rollment, which more than
accaunis for the drop in
the schaoal system’s enroll-
ment fromn 93,647 in the
fall of 1973 to 76,461 pupils
this rall.

Private anfidesegrega-
tion academies, following
a Southern paltérn, have
been established In some
“white neighborhaads for
white students. Many
more have encolled in
Roman Cathelic parochial
schools in the cily and
nearby suburbs. Some
have gane to other estab-
lished privale schools, A
number have simply drop-
ped aut uf school,

The change has shifled
“whal had been a predomi-
nantly wlhite school
system Lo one in which the
majority is now non-white.

And, significantly, the
greatest decrease in the
white enrollment and the

“greatest shift in percent-
ages is in the lower,
younger grades.

In the fall of 1973, there
- were 53,593 while studenls
in the kindergarten
through 12th grade, ac-
cording 1o Lhe Boston
School Commiitee figures.
There had been 62,014
white students in 1970, 59 -
300 i 1971 and 36,893 in
1972,

In the fall of 1974, with
the [irst slage of desegre-
galipn plan which primari-
ly affecled the white South
Boston and Hyde Park and
the black Hexbury and

neighborhoods,
the white enrallment fell
to 44,957, ]

This fall, with the city-

Man shoots
psychiatrist

NEW YORK (AP) — A
man who went to a Brook-
Iyn children's home to in-
quive about his sen shol a
psychiatrist in the head
there Sunday and ex-
changed shots with police
befare swrrendering, au-
thorities reported. -

The man got into an
argument with Dr. Arthur
Teller during a family
psychotherapy scssion at
the Ohel Children's Home
and shot him. He then
lired shols out a second-
floor window when police
appraached but a short
time later surrendered.

Teller was hospilalized
in eritieal epndition.

The man, whose name
was nol revealed, and his
two sons, aged 2 and 3,
had taken part in previsus

foster homes, aulhorities
said, .

Sterco equipment
1aken from home

Stereo cquipment val-
ued af 3460 was faken
from the home of James
Knox, 381% Pine Ave., by
burglars who pricd a rear

4

doar 1o enfer, Lang Beach
police said Sunday.

wide desegregation plan in
cffect, the white cnroll-
ment dropped 1o 36,243,

The black enrollment —
at least according lo the
school department figures
— has declined slightly
over these years, going
from 31,963 in 1973 to 31.-
TH in 197 and standing -
today at 31,092,

Greatest drop
in enrollment in
lower grades

In addition, the nymboer
of Hispanic, Asian and
American Indian students
has shown smail, sieady
gains and taday stands al
9,128 up from 8,091 in 1973.

In the high schools,
whiles are still in a slim
majority, with 10,071 white
students and 9,674 non-
whites. In the middle
schools, there are §366
non-white sludenis and
8,099 whites. In the ele-

" mentary schogls, there are

18,865 non-whitas and 12.-
102 whiles.
There are some difficul-

some 66,176 have ever
shown up at school at least
ohee. .

This would appear to
indicate {hal ihe actual
rate of white depariure
might be even more than
the school department’s
prejected enrollment fig-
ures show.

In addition, it appears
that the unrclenting ten-
sion and hostihity, particu-
larly at South Boston High
School, i5 driving many
black students to either
transfer or drop out. While
ihe projected black enroll-
ment al the high school's
main building was 432 at
the beginning of the year,
nowhere near this number
hes cver atiended, and
frequenily of late thére
have only been a little
over 100 blacks.

Tension forcing
many blacks to
leave schools

Ior whites in Boston,
thus far, the avoidance of
desegregation appears to
have meant leaving the

puklic school system rath-
er than “*white flight"

from the cily’s neighbor-
“hoods,

Al least four private,
neighborhood  academies
have heen set up, State
education officials have
complained the schools
are unaceredited and that
students who attend them
shauld thus be cansidered
fruant, but so Ear loeal
sehoal offielals have taken
no action. s

. Same 400 students are _

envolled in Ehe South Bos-
ton leights Academy, a
project of the ncighbor-
hood's antibusing forees,
One Sunday lasi fall,

South Boston residents’

irouped through an opex
house toor of the neat
roams with the students
work pintted [0 the walls
and vowed continued defi-
ance of the court order.

Other schools some with
curriculumns reflecting the
hestility toward what s
regarded as “liberalism™
in the working class neigh
borhaods have been set up
in the Hyde Park,
Dorchester and East Bos-
fox sections. ’

ties with lhe figures, -
which represent the sehool
department's prejected
enrellment. A number of
sources say thal in the
past the overall enroll-
ment figures have hcen
regularly inflafed in order
fo get more federal
money. :

However, while the |8

projected enrollment for
grades 1 through [? (kind-
ergarlen studenls are not
alfeeted) is 72,201, only
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Robber kills 2, injures”
| 3 at center for disabled

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP} — A man entered a
home for handicapped persons in'an apparent rpt;bery .
attempt Sunday, Eilled two staff workers and injured
three other persons, police said.. ) '

A blind woman managed fo get away and call
police, but before officers arrived the intruder fled from -
Bethesda Center, a cenverted melel for about 30 hand:?_
icapped persons, officers said. . A

Thelma Eloise Lehman, 46, who was partially blind,
was stabhed fo death and Della Post Bemis, §9, was .
killed with a bullet in the face. L

Mrs. Bemis® hushand, Joseph, 62, was shot in the"
head. The blind woman, Joy Denise Cas.llen,.22,._v._ras .
severcly beaten. Both were reported in serious condition -
at a local hospital. = - . " Lo

Treated and released from the hospital was Gary .
Jackson Reach, a cerchral palsy viclim who was beaten’:
in the face by the intruder's fists until he was uncon-.
scious. . !
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FIDELITY
FEDERAL'S
CHRISTMAS
SAVINGS PLAN

No Penaities. No obligations,
No close-out charge,
Better than maney in the bank,

Open your account today
for a truly
Merry Christmas 1974,

¥
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Lvery year you wind up with saomething
youdon't need for Christimas.

Another five or len pounds

And ancther resolution 1o lose it.

S0 why not avoid the Heliday Weight?
Why not get a hoad-start on a lsan year?
Steam, sauna, whirlpool and exercise on

the latest body-shaping equipment make il
sasy. And cur annual Haliday Qfter makes it

easier still.

Two memberships for the price of one.
-That's righl. If you join between Navem-
ber 24th and Docomber 21st, you and your
partner may purchase one-year member-

]
ships far just hall the regular first-year
membership price each. Regular individual
memberships are also available at low costy

So why pulit off? You'll only put iton,  *
The shape of tomorrow starts today.
ENJOY HEATED INDOOR
SWIMMING POOLS AND

{NDOOR RUNNING
AND JOGGING

“Far Xmas, for $10, you can
buy a friend a 2-week infro-
ductory program at all loca-§
tions. Maximum 14 visits.*
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