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The 'white flight' in Boston
* * * * * * * * *

School enrollment off a third since '74 busing order
' By JOHN KIFNER

New York Times Service

.BOSTON — Since the
beginning of court-ordered
busing for school desegre-
gation two years ago, Bos-
ton's public schools have
lost at least 17,750 white
students, nearly a third of
the white enrollment.

. The enrollment figures
for the past five years
indicate tha t there has
been a slow, steady 'de-
cline of about 3,000 white
students a year attributa-
ble to various demograph-
ic factors that suddenly
and sharply accelerated
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a f t e r Federal District
Judge W. Arthur Garrity
Jr., finding that the Bos-
ton school committee had
deliberately maintained a
segregated system, order-
ed busing in June 1974.

The departure of white
students here is expected
to be a major factor in the
rapidly growing and politi-
cally charged national
debate over whether bus-
ing is leading lo "white
flight."

At the same, time, the
experience here must also
be evaluated in terms of
purely l o c a l conditions,
primarily Boston's history
of parochial, ethnic neigh-
borhoods in the decade of
antidesegregation politics
practiced by the elected,
all-white Boston School
Committee.

Private schools
set up in white
neighborhoods

As the cud of the f a l l
terms approaches, Bos-
ton's second year of school
desegregation presents a
mixed picture.

There is continued re-
sistance and racial hostili-
ty in the South Boston
neighborhood, increased
last week by Judge Garri-
ty's order putting the high
school there into "receiv-
ership." But there is a
weary truce in areas trou-
bled in the past.

There is a departure of
many middle-class whites
from the school system.
But there is also a sense of
excitement arid innovation
— rare in the Boston
schools — among the
black and white parents,
children and teachers who
have commi t t ed them-
selves to the new "magnet
schools."

At this moment, how-
ever, probably the most
striking develoument has
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been the drop in white en-
rollment, which more than
accounts for the drop in
the school system's enroll-
ment from 93,647 in the
fail of 1973 to 76,461 pupils
this fall.

P r i va t e antidesegrega-
tion academies, following
a Southern pattern, have
been established in some

'white neighborhoods for
w h i t e s tuden ts . M a n y
more h a v e enrolled in
Roman Catholic parochial
schools in the city and
nearby suburbs. Some
have gone to other estab-
lished private .schools. A
number have simply drop-
ped out of school.

The change has shifted
what had been a predomi-
nant ly whi te school
system lo one in which the
majority is now non-white.

And, significantly, the
greatest decrease in the
while enrollment and the
greatest s h i f t in percent-
ages is in the lower ,
younger grades.

In the fall of 1973, there
were 53,593 white students
in the k i n d e r g a r t e n
through 12th grade, ac-
cording to the Boston
School Committee figures.
There had been 62,014
white students in 1970, 59,-
3DO in 1971 and 56,893 in
1972.

In the fall of 1974, with
the first stage of desegre-
gation plan which primari-
ly affected the white South
Boston and Hyde Park and
the black Roxbury and

. Maltapan neighborhoods,
the white enrollment fell
to 44,957.

This fall, with the city-

Mail shoots

psychiatrist
NEW YORK (AP) - A

man who went to a Brook-
lyn children's home to in-
quire about his son shot a

_ psychiatrist in the head
there Sunday and ex-
changed shots with police
be fo re surrendering, au-
thorities reported.

The man got info an
argument with Dr. Arthur
Teller during a family
psychotherapy session at
the Ohel Children's Home
and shot him. He then
fired shots out a second-
floor window when police
approached but a short
time later surrendered.

Teller was hospilaliiced
in critical condition.

The man, whose name
was not revealed, and his
two sons, aged 2 and 3,
had taken part in previous
sessions. Both boys are in
foster homes, authorities
said.

Stereo equipment
taken from home

Stereo equipment va l -
ued at $480 was taken
from the home of James
Knox, 3819 Pine Ave., by
burglars who pried a rear
door lo enter, Long Beach
police said Sunday.

wide desegregation plan in
effect, the whi te enroll-
ment dropped to 36,243,

The black enrollment —
at least according to the
school department figures
— has declined slightly
over these years, going
from 31,963 in 1973 to 31,-
737 in 1974 and standing
today at 31,092.

Greatest drop
in enrollment in
lower grades

In addition, the number
of Hispanic, Asian and
American Indian students
has .shown small, steady
gains and today stands at
9,126 up from 8,091 in 1973.

In the high schools,
whites are sfill in a slim
majority, with 10,071 while
students and 9,674 non-
whiles. In the m i d d l e
schools, there are 9,366
non-while s ludenls and
8,099 whites. In the ele-

' mentary schools, there are
18,865 non-whites and 12,-
102 whites.

There are some difficul-
t i e s w i t h t h e f i g u r e s ,
which represent the school
department's projected
enrollment. A number of
sources say that in the
past the overall enroll-
ment figures have been
regularly inflated in order
lo get more f ede ra l
money.

H o w e v e r , whi le the
projected enrollment for
grades 1 through 12 (kind-
ergarten students are not
affected) is 72,201, only

some 66,175 have ever
shown up al school at least
once.

This would appear to
indicate (hat the actual
rale of white departure
might be even more than
I he school departmenl's
projected enrollment f ig-
ures show.

In addition, it appears
(hat Ihe unrelenting ten-
sion and hostility, particu-
larly al South Boston High
School, is driving many
black students to either
transfer or drop out. While
the projected black enroll-
ment al the high school's
main building was 432 at
the beginning of the year,
nowhere near this number
has ever attended, and
frequently of l a te (here
have only been a little
over 100 blacks.
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Tension forcing
many blacks to
leave schools
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For whites in Boston,
thus far, the avoidance of
desegregation appears lo
have meanl leaving Ihe

public school system rath-
er t h a n "while flight"
from Ihe city's neighbor-
hoods.

Al, leasl four private,
neighborhood academics
have been sel up. State
education officials have
complained the schools
are unaccredited and that
students who attend them
should thus be considered
truant, but so far local
school officials have taken
no action.
- Some 400 students are

enrolled in the South Bos-
ton Heights Academy, a
pro jec t of the neighbor-
hood's antibusing forces.
One Sunday lasl f a l l .
South Boston residents'
trouped through an open
house tour of the neat
rooms with the students'
work pinned to the walls
and vowed continued defi-
ance of the court order.

Other schools some with
curriculums reflecting the
hostilily toward what is
regarded as "liberalism"
in the working class neigh-
borhoods have been set up
in the Hyde Park ,
Dorchester and East Bos-
ton sections.

Robber kills 2, injures
3 at center for disabledi

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) - A man entered a
home for handicapped persons in'an apparent robbery
attempt Sunday, killed two staff workers and injured •
three other persons, police said.. '{

A blind woman managed to get away and call
police, but before officers arrived the intruder fled from •
Belhesda Center, a converted motel for about 30 hand- •
icapped persons, officers said. ":' ' '•

Theltna Eloise Lehman, 46, who was partially blind,-'
was stabbed to death and Delta Post Bemis, 59, was .
killed with a bullet in the face. • >

Mrs. Bemis' husband, Joseph, 62, was shot in the',
head. The blind woman, Joy Denise Casllen, 22,. was :
severely beaten. Both were reported in serious condition.
at a local hospital. •• -•'

Treated and released from the hospital was Gary.
Jackson'Reach, a cerebralpalsy victim who was beaten :
in the face by the intruder's fists until he was uncon-^.
seious. . * •

RETREADS

says •
ALL EXCLUSIVE DIAMOND GLOSS'EOLORS-
WITH GIHERAL ELECTRIC S1LICONES"

BODY & FENDER
REPAIR »il!>

iverj Enl SclKib
jot:

AMOUNTS TO S10.00 OR LESS YOU PAV

STILL AMERICA'S BIGGEST BARGAIN
LONG BEACH 2824 E. ANAHEIM al GIADYS .
N. LONG BEACH . . 2035 E. CARSON at CHERRY
BELLFLOWIR ...... 171 15 LAKEWOOD BLVD. ...
COMPTON ..... Ml 1 N. LONG BEACH BLVO ----
GARDEN GROVE fll 11 n&BnFN GROVE BLVD.

Every year you wind up with somelhing
you don't need for Christmas.

^Another five or len pounds.
And another resolution lo lose it.
So why not avoid the Holiday Weight?

Why not get a head-start on a lean year?
Sleam, sauna, whirlpool and exercise on

the latest body-shaping equipment make it
easy. And our annual Holiday Offer makes it
easierslill.

Two memberships for the price of one.
•That's right. II you join between Novem-

ber 24th and December 21st. ybu and your
partner may purchase one-year member-

ships for just half the regular first-year
membership price each. Regular individual
memberships are also available at low costi

So why put it off ? You'll only put it on. •
The shape of tomorrow starts today. »"

ENJOY HEATED INDOOR
SWIMMING POOLS AND '

INDOOR RUNNING
AND JOGGING

Anaheim
510 Soulh Beach B'vd.
Souir>ol LrncoTk A/G
(714] 326-0381
Costa Ueia
2300HdfborBivd.
HartorCenter

Encino
17C31 VonluraB
West oi Barboa
[213(366-6330

Hunt in 91 on Beach W«slminat«r
IB&SSMa-nSTrwr 67S7 Westminster Avenuo
Ma^nSt M Beach Bfvtf. Westminster Center
(714)042-1451 I7MJ&W-3387

4101 Atlantic Brvd
Corn e/ of Carson
(213)426. 887-4
OfintH*
62?Eas(Kalc!laA^nue
Wajlof TuttinAvo
(7 14) 63 9-2W1

Come Sfi« Ovr N«w Loc-Jtkfi
HOLLYWOOD

7010 Kojlyweod Blvd.
.̂ sy.̂ vfi in" j*y??**

., "(im «5^30S~ !

A

2 memberships for
the price of 1. Now.

~3tf lor Men arKHVomoti,; • »•r


